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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Business & Education Committee  

Achieves 2009 Goals & More!  
 

 The business and education Committee held a second workshop November 19th 

ñTo Create a Web Page or Not? That is the Questionò.  Topics of the workshop included: 

(1) do you need a website, (2) how do websites fit into your over marketing strategy, (3) 

sales and marketing, (4) myths & realities of web design, (5) search engine optimization, 

(6) social networking, and (7) evaluating your web presence.  There were 24 individuals 

that attended this workshop.  

 The presenters were local.  Chris Geyer pointed out to the Chamber, ñWe have 

amazing talent in this county and this talent is here when the workshop is over.ò  The busi-

ness and education committee would like to recognize and thank their workshop presenters 

ð Janis Carper, Joe Whittle, Moses Frederic and Stacy Green for providing  professional 

presentations in a variety of social media topics.  Evaluations from this workshop tell the 

story and the word was excellent!   
 

President Pat Wortman of the Chamber states, 

ñThis is a committee that keeps turning out one great workshop after another.ò   
 

 A prior workshop ñBeing Proactive, Not Reactiveò was held April 30, 2009.  The 

committee contracted with Sean Driscoll of Fisher & Phillips Attorney at Law to provide a 

seminar on labor and employment law.  The topics included (1) effective recruiting and 

hiring, (2) personnel policy basics, (3) avoiding wage & hour pitfalls, (4) accommodations 

in the workplace, (5) workplace investigations, and (5) rightful discharge.  The workshop 

was well attended with 34 attendees.  

 The business & education Committee has provided exceptional service to the 

Chamber and the business community of the County in achieving the 2009 goal of business 

education.  This will be the committeeôs second year in achieving their goals.  In addition to 

these workshops, other business education opportunities were made available. Chris Geyer 

worked with OSHA to bring a free seminar on safety in the work place. The Chamber part-

nered with Travel Oregon and other community partners to bring a series of workshops in 

sustainable tourism.  Business education is a priority of the Chamber. 

 The Chamber recognizes the following members of the business & education  

committee: Linda Childers, Wallowa Memorial Hospital; Joyce Osterloh, Training & Em-

ployment Consortium; Pam Frolander, NEOEDD; Anne Thompson; Julie Mullens (former 

committee member), NEOEDD; Skip and Shannon, Novakovich, Esprit; and chairman 

Chris Geyer, Small Business Director of the Chamber.  Thank you for your excellent work 

in achieving the chamberôs 2009 goal! 

 Little work gets done in a chamber without the generosity of local sponsors.  The 

Chamber recognizes the sponsors of the Business & Education workshops, they are as fol-

lows: NEOEDD, Lower Valley Economic Development Team, EONI, Wallowa County 

Health Care District, Bank of Eastern Oregon, Esprit Graphic Communications, Alder 

Slope B&B, and Sterling Savings Bank. The Board of Directors thanks the sponsors. 
  

As we have heard Chris Geyer say so many times,  

Thank you for all you do for Wallowa County,  job well done! 



 

Visitor Center Report  

Where did visitors get info: 

Other/Friend  31 

Sunset     0 

Triple A Via Magazine   1 

Oregon Travel Guide    3 

Oregonian     1 

NW Travel       1 

Brochures     7 

EOVA             2 

Travel Articles                   0 

Telephone Directory   41 

Internet (30)  Letters 0)       47 

Conference/Reunion/wed    0 

Other Chambers     2 

Oregon Business              0 

Other                   30 
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Info. Requests November 2009 October YTD November 2008 

Walk-Inôs Visitors/Bus. 322 219 3720 287 

Visitor Packets Sent 178 72 3355 90 

Incoming phone/email contacts 264 361 4518 330 

Relocation packets 1 1 33 2 

Total Contacts       765 653 12,624 709 

Member Referrals Made 
 

3031 1142 21,521 1413 

JOSEPH INFORMATION 
BOOTH CONTACTS 

N/A N/A 9934 N/A 

The Clock is Ticking!   
 

All Nominations for Citizen awards  

must be submitted by December 16th  

 

The Citizen Awardôs Banquet will be Sunday January 31, 2010 at the Cloverleaf Hall.  The 

Tradeshow begins at 4:00 pm and the Awardôs program and dinner will officially start at 

5:00 pm.  This yearôs banquet theme:  Preserving our past ðcelebrating our future! 
 

The Chamber office will receive nominations for the Citizen Awards from October 1st through December 

16, 2009.  The award categories are:  Business Leader, Employee of the Year, Leader in Entrepreneurial 

Development, Agricultural-Timber Leader, Leader in the Arts, Leader in Nonprofits, Educational Leader, 

and the Unsung Hero Award.  The nomination form is included as an insert in this newsletter or you can 

obtain a form from the Chamber office.  
 

The Chamber banquet is our special time to honor our community and business leaders; reflect on achieve-

ments; and introduce the incoming president and board of directors.  Our banquet dinner will be prime rib 

and all of the trimmings. 
 

  

For further information contact the Wallowa County Chamber office, 426-4622. 

CENTRALIZED COUNTYWIDE COMMUNITY CALENDAR  
Do you want a calendar where you can check on local dates for meetings & events? 
The Chamber has started such a calendar.  The more local information we receive;  

the more useful this calendar becomes for everyone.  Check it out! 
www.wallowacountychamber.com, click community Calendar   

 

The Wallowa County Chamber of Commerce would like to thank the following  

individuals for outstanding community service as a member of the Chamberôs Board 

of Directors: Sam Summers for serving as a Telecommunications Director, Vice Presi-

dent, President and Past President from 2005-2009 and Brian Greer for serving as  

the Chamberôs Executive Treasurer from 2008-2009.  Thank you! 



Above 

 

IBlue Mountain Community College 
Contact: Rhonda Harguess 

107 SW First Street 

Enterprise, OR  97828 

(541) 426-4109 
Email: Rhonda.harguess@bluecc.edu  

Website: bluecc.edu 

Description:  At Blue Mountain Community College, you 

can begin your educational journey and go just about any-

where. Whatever you need, wherever you go, BMCC is 

the place to start,  
 

RY Timber, Inc.  
Manager: Bruce Dunn 

PO Box 818 

Joseph, OR  97846 

(541) 426-6019 

Email: bdunn@eoni.com  
Description:  Land and timber management company. 
 

Shady Ladyôs Jewelry 
Owner: Viki Abram  

203 N. Main Street  

Joseph, OR  97846 

(541) 432-5000 

Email: beads@eoni.com  
Description: Custom handcrafted gemstone jewelry. 
 

Thompson Auto Supply 
Owners: Kent and Sondra Lozier 

106 SW Second Street 

Enterprise, OR  97828 

(541) 426-3181 

Email: loziers@eoni.com  
Description: The standard of NAPA excellence. Quality 

parts and accessories specialists. 
 

Highview Angus Ranch 
Owner: Jeff D. Parker 

81251 Homan Lane 

Enterprise, OR  97828 

(541) 426-5989 

Email: hvcow@eoni.com 

Website: highviewangusranch.com  
Description: A 3rd generation family cattle operation  

dedicated to providing genetic solutions to our customers 

needs thru Angus bulls and females deep in nationally 

known and proven A.I Sires. In operation since 1960.  

Creating a Strong Economy TogetherCreating a Strong Economy TogetherCreating a Strong Economy Together    

The Wallowa County Chamber of Commerce TeamThe Wallowa County Chamber of Commerce TeamThe Wallowa County Chamber of Commerce Team    

Please Welcome Our New Members to the ChamberPlease Welcome Our New Members to the ChamberPlease Welcome Our New Members to the Chamber    
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 Introducing the 
 Wallowa County  

Chamber of Commerce 
2010 Board of Directors 

Executive Board 

President: Doris Woempner 

Vice President: Michele Young 

Treasurer/Secretary: Susan Gilstrap 

Past President: Pat Wortman 

Board Directors 

Enterprise Director: Shannon Novakovich 

Joseph/Wallowa Lake Director: Adrian Harguess 

Wallowa/Lostine Director: Linda Bauck 

Economic Development: Chris Geyer 

Small Business Development: Marc Stauffer 

Education Director: John Williams 

Health Care Director: David Harman 

Rural/Outlying Director: Cynthia Warnock  

Farm/Ranch Directors: Rod & Linda Childers 

Timber Director: Roy Garten  

Tourism Director: Nancy Rudger 

ExOfficio Member: Commissioner Mike Hayward 

Itõs a way of living! 



 

Congratulations!   

2009 Red Carpet Program Recipients   
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Right: 

Enterprise Flower Shop 

Owner:  Darlene Johnson 
112 South River Street 

Enterprise, OR   (541) 426-3025 
 

Mystery Shopper Statement: 

ñDarlene met me with a smile and her friendly 

customer talk.  I asked about Poinsettias and she 

explained how to take care of these flowers.  Her 
store is so beautiful and she is so helpful to her 

customers.ò      
 

Left: 
 

Minam River Lodge 

Owners: Shawn & Shelly Steen 
64591 Steen Road 

Joseph, OR  97846   (541) 432-6545 

www.minamlodgeoutfitters.com  
 

Mystery Shopper Statement: 

ñShawn was very helpful in answering all of my 

questions.  He included a variety of ideas on how I 
could get to the lodge. He made a business referral 

for Joe Spence to fly me in.ò 

March 2009 Red Carpet  
 

BLH, Inc.  

Owners: Dean Himes &  

Bill Bronson 

And 

Wellens/Farwell 

Owners: Troy Farwell  &  

Keith Wellens 

May 2009 Red Carpet 
 

Uptown Art  

Owner: Missy Marshall 

And 

Maxville Heritage Interpretive Center 

Contact: Gwendolyn Trice, Director 

July 2009 Red Carpet  
 

The Blonde Strawberry 

Owner: Heidi Wilson 

And 

National Foundation Quarter  

Horse Association 

Gail Zscheile, NFQHA President 

September 2009 Red Carpet 
 

El Bajio Restaurant  

Owner: Leo Arenas 

And 

Source Tours 

Owner: Jenny Hawkins-

Hogrefe 

December 2009  
Red Carpet Recipients!  

 


