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Busy Visitor Center This Summer! 
 

 Due to the tragic burning of the Forest Service building, the Wallowa Mountain Visitor Center 
(WMVC) is  temporarily housed in the Chamber building.  This will create a much busier chamber this 
summer. Chamber staff will be responding to many more visitors coming through the door, as well as 
our regular services to visitors and other chamber programs.  The positive side of this situation is the 
great opportunity to make more referrals to our members.  As said, the challenge will be for our staff to 
keep up on chamber operations and projects.   
 

 What will the change look like?  The mid average foot traffic for the WMVC is  72,000 visi-
tors a year.  Most of these visitors arrive in the county between Memorial Day weekend through Octo-
ber 1st.  This is a big jump in numbers.  The chamber normally serves closer to 4000 walk-ins a year.  
The Chamberôs role as a visitor center in Wallowa County is to provide marketing, respond to inquiries 
( mailings), and provide a local visitor center to assist visitors with accommodation referrals, such as 
lodging, restaurants, outfitters, galleries, events, etc.  
 

 The chamber is pleased to share the Chamber office.  We need the WMVC to keep their 
doors open this summer.  Vicki Searles states, ñThis is the best arrangement considering the tragedy 
that occurred, the WMVC was and is one of our greatest assets for visitors in the county. Iôm happy 
visitors are still able to conveniently receive information for outdoor recreation and camping.ò   
 

 

Chamber Attends the 2010 Oregon State Fair! 
 

 It is time for the Oregon State Fair.  The Fair runs from August 27th through September 6th 
at the fairgrounds in Salem. This makes the 4th year of the county attending the fair. We are looking 
forward to the fair and also looking for suggestions, creative ideas, and participation. 
 

 What we need , however, is volunteers. If you love promoting Wallowa County and answer-
ing all types of questions ð this is the right project for you. The booth will be setup and taken down by 
the Chamber staff. Booths are open each day from 9:00 am until 9:00 pm or until the evening slows 
down. Shifts will be setup so no one person has to stay longer than 4-6 hours in any one day. Volun-
teers should plan for a minimum of 2 days at the fair.  Contact the chamber to volunteer. 
 

A few Oregon State Fair Highlights: 
 

§ Days of the Dinosaur: Calling dinosaur lovers! This eye-popping exposition features more than 30 life-sized 
dinosaur robots, skeleton replicas and an interactive childrenôs area with a fossil dig for junior anthropolo-
gists, a little dino ride and more. Tickets: $5/adults, $3/kids (11 & under) 

§ Oregonôs BIG Wine Celebration!  200 top Oregon wines, the 2010 Celebration Oregon! is one of the stateôs 
biggest wine tasting events. Hors dô oeuvres from 15 Oregon chefs. Friday, August 27, 2010 from 6:00 ï 
9:00 pm in the beautiful Hart of the Garden. 

§ Blues, Brews & BBQ: 40 professional BBQ teams, six Oregon microbreweries and great blues music the 
first three evenings of the Fair. Samples of professional BBQ meats in various styles, Oregon microbrews 
and listen to Oregon blues.  August 26, 27 & 28,  

§ 5-10:30 PM, Spirit of Oregon stage. 
 

The Chamber supports the Oregon State Fairôs 4-H programs for youth. 

This is a project of the Wallowa County Commissioners & the Wallowa County Chamber.  



Visitor Report  

Where did visitors get info: 

Other/Friend  19 

Sunset     0 

Triple A Via Magazine   5 

Oregon Travel Guide   13 

Oregonian     1 

NW Travel       4 

Brochures     2 

EOVA            24 

Travel Articles                   5 

Telephone Directory   29 

Internet (30)  Letters 0)       31 

Conference/Reunion/wed    8 

Other Chambers    14 

Oregon Business              0 

Other                    9 
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Info. Requests July 2010 June 2010 YTD July 2009 

Walk-Inôs Visitors/Bus. 735 298 1822 560 

Visitor Packets Sent 49 43 2488 53 

Incoming phone/email contacts 822 458 2600 749 

Relocation packets 3 1 24 0 

Total Contacts       1409 719 6583 1362 

Website Visits (not hits) 14296 8531 63921 N/A 

Member Referrals Made 1890 1377 6950 1599 

JOSEPH BOOTH 2874 1399 4527 3146 

CENTRALIZED COUNTYWIDE COMMUNITY CALENDAR  
Do you want a calendar where you can check on local dates for meetings & events? 
The Chamber has started such a calendar.  The more local information we receive;  

the more useful this calendar becomes for everyone.  Check it out! 
www.wallowacountychamber.com, click community Calendar  

 

Cycle Oregon: Week Long Ride in NE Oregon and SW Washington! 
 

SOLD OUT!  2200 Riders 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Cycle Oregon will arrive September 12th in Wallowa County and depart September 13th.  The entire ride is 450 miles. 
 

 

The theme is the Pendleton Round-Up Ride.  This will be a two-state ramble through the canyons, wheat fields, vineyards and for-

ests of northeastern Oregon and southeastern Washington that includes a two-day stop in Pendleton during the 100th anniversary of 

the Pendleton Round-Up.  200 tickets were reserved for the rodeo.  The ride Starts and ends in the historic host town of Elgin, the 

route includes stops in Enterprise, OR; Clarkston, WA; Waitsburg, WA; and Pendleton, OR. 
 

The riders will camp at the Wallowa County Fairgrounds the evening of the 12th.  This is a new route for Cycle Oregon.  Cyclists 

will depart from Enterprise heading north on Hwy. 3 heading to Lewiston/Clarkston.  This means they are  passing through Rattle 

Snake Canyon and it will be a strenuous ride.  What a push this will be! 
 

Please be careful on the roads during September 11-13th and lookout for cyclists.   
It may be wise to re-think plans that include driving to Lewiston/Clarkston on September 13th.  

Who should buy Buckskin Bucks?   
 

Everyone can buy Buckskin Bucks!  Residents, businesses, organizations, nonprofits, ñeveryoneò 

can purchase Buckskin Bucks to give to employees or volunteers as incentives or end of the year 

bonuses.  These Bucks are great for birthdays, secretary or boss day, goal achievements, safety 

awards, door prizes, holiday gifts, weddings, and  anniversaries,..    
 

Why buy Buckskin Bucks?   
Every time you buy Bucks, you ñlock inò your investment knowing this money will be spent in Wallowa County. These bucks 

will be re-circulated, once again, in our economy; which supports and strengthens our local businesses.   
 

Think first Wallowa County, Buy Local! 

Ride Dates:  
September 11-18, 2010 

Departs from Elgin to 

Wallowa County 

Lostine Rest Stop: 
Hosted by the  

Wallowa County 

Chamber of Commerce 
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Congratulations!   

2010 Red Carpet Program Recipients   
 

Do you appreciate great customer service? 

Become a mystery shopper 
 

The chamber is seeking mystery shoppers to identify local  
businesses that provide exceptional service. This is a great 
way to serve the business community of Wallowa County.   
 

Letôs join together to recognize and thank the businesses that 

serve us so well. Contact Doris Woempner, 432 -3631 

Recognizing 
 

Great  
 

Customer 
 

Service in 
 

Wallowa  
 

County! 

Left 

Stewart Jones Design 
Owners: Stewart Jones & 
Catherine Matthias 
2 South Main Street 
Joseph, OR  97846 
(541) 432-5202 
www.indigogalleryart.com 
 

Mystery Shopper Statement: 
 

ñVery courteousðvery generous with his 
time.  I brought a ring in for re-sizing. After 
Stewart examined the ring and the value, he 
recommended that I ñgreatlyò increase the 
value. I would recommend this business.ò 

Above 

Community Connections 
Director: Carolyn Pfeaster 
702 NW First Street 
Enterprise, OR  97828 
(541) 426-3840 
 

Mystery Shopper Statement: 
 

ñCommunity Connections was very helpful 
answering my questions concerning our 
family situation; making sure they had 
given all the information, contacts, and 
programs available for us to pursue.ò 
Their counsel was genuine and exempli-
fied exceptional service.ò 

  

Wallowa County 

Chamber of Commerce 

2010 Youth Ambassadors! 

Who are our ambassadors in the parade? 
 

Zach Knapp, Age 5 
Parents Mark and Becky Knapp  

of Enterprise 
 

Masy Thiel Age 5 
Parents: Otilia & Patrick Thiel  

of Wallowa 
 

Accompanied by: 

 Marc Stauffer, Chamber Small Business Director 
and driver Bud Stangel 

 
A special thank you to the Stangel Family for their  

generosity in providing a car for the parade! 
 

 1937 Restored Convertible Cord 


